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Aims and objectives of CAS 

¶ Artisanal fisheries along the Kenya coast support the 

livelihoods of thousands of coastal communities. The 

annual marine fish production is estimated to be 

about 9000 metric tones, which is equivalent to 7% of 

the national fish production from capture fisheries. To 

continue enjoying socioeconomic benefits from fisher-

ies, there is need to manage the fisheries sustainably 

for current and future generations.  

 

¶ The Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research In-

stitute (KMFRI) conducts sample-based monitoring 

of artisanal landings through Catch Assessment Sur-

veys (CAS) in selected landing beaches. KMFRI col-

laborates with the State Department for Fisheries and 

¶ CAS aims at generating information on fish 

catches, catch rates and fishing effort to support 

monitoring and sustainable management of fisher-

ies resources. 
 

¶ The specific objectives  are: 

 

1. To determine seasonal and spatial patterns in 

Kenyaõs artisanal fisheries in terms of (a) catch 

variation and (b) gear/vessel use; 

2. To investigate annual trends in the fisheries; and 

3. To explore the implications for managing in-

shore artisanal fisheries. 
 

¶ At the Kenya coast, KMFRI collaborates with the 

State Department for Fisheries and County gov-

ernments to monitor landing sites in the five 

counties: Kwale, Mombasa, Kilifi, Tana River and 

Lamu 

 

¶ Standard operating procedures (SOPs) have 

been developed to ensure that catch data is col-

lected in a standardized manner 
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Map of Kenya showing the selected pilot CAS landing 

sites, of which 12 are monitored by KMFRI  

CAS: An essential component in monitoring fisheries production 


